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an ideal place for disease-producing organisms to grow and infect the
plant cells. Most growers make the mistake of closing down the venti-
lators or sash during the late afternoon in order to conserve heat, and
then wonder why the plants become spindly. Too rapid growth always
results in spindly plants, due to the fact that there is not sufficient syn-
thesized material from the day before to make the plants both tall and
stocky.

SPECIAL PLANT-GROWING METHODS : Such plants as the cucumber and
melon, which are easily affected by the damping-ofT fungus which
causes the plants to tip over at the surface of the ground, may be
planted in sifted coal-cinders. Everything that will go through an ordi-
nary coarse mosquito bar is packed into a flat and the seed is sown
as in soil. These cinders are sterile, and there is sufficient food in the
large seed to keep them growing until the first true leaf is formed,
at which time they should be transplanted to the soil. Large seeds may
also be sown in sawdust. This produces very vigorous roots which will
withstand considerable rough-handling. Sawdust and sifted cinders do
not contain much nutrient material, and it may be advisable to apply
a nutrient solution such as is recommended for soilless culture in the
chapter on that subject.

Those plants which should not have their roots disturbed too mudi
when they are set into the soil may be planted in veneer bands. These
are thin veneer wood strips, 4 inches wide and 10 inches long. They
are folded to make a box without a bottom and filled with good soIL
The seedlings are set in these, or the seed may be sown in directly- The
bands are all packed into a fiat which holds them together. When it
is time to transplant them, the veneer can be unfolded and the plant
set into the garden soil without disturbing the roots. The veneer band
may be dried and used again. Melon and cucumber seed are often sown
in half eggshells filled with soil. When it is time to transplant them,
the shells are merely crushed in the hand and the whole thing is set
In the soil.

Sand culture may be used to grow seedlings. Flats are used just as
for soil, and the unpacked, preferably a yellow, sand should fill the Hat
The sand is then packed, furrowed as for soil, and the seed is sown.
The sand is then smoothed over-, and enough water is applied to soai
the sand. The nutrient solution is not added until the seed has ^gemi-
nated and then it is applied once a week. The following solution is food
for the purpose:

^      In one galkm of water, md if the

Baking Powder,           I teaspoonfu         {      seedlings tend to grow tea

Epsom salts,                i teaspoonful        V     ^ a teaspooafoi

Saltpeter,                   2 teaspoonfuls     1